
Weekly update 10th September 2026

God is Merciful!

Dear Church Family,

On Sunday we enjoyed two rather
different church services. In the
morning David and Nigel treated us to
a David and Goliath battle scene. In
the evening at Sullington the set Old
Testament reading was Exodus 12:1-
20. Exodus 12 recounts the Passover,
and as someone said to me on
Sunday ‘it’s a bit of a grim read.’ 

Exodus 12 instructs the Israelites on
what they must do to avoid God’s
judgement that is about to fall on those
in Egypt. This judgement is the
culmination of the ten plagues which
had afflicted Egypt ever since Pharaoh
refused to let the Israelites leave the
land. 

We must remember that this tenth and
final plague exists in a context. God
didn’t move straight to the killing of the
firstborn, instead he sent a series of
plagues. Pharoah denied the power of
God and tried to demonstrate that his
magicians, and therefore his gods,
were able of these same things.

The final plague must be viewed
within this context, and within the
context of the evil which the
Egyptian empire operated under. 

I’m sure many of you are familiar
with the origin story of Moses.
Moses, despite being a Hebrew, was
raised in the Egyptian court as a
prince of Egypt. This strange turn of
events occurred because when
Moses was an infant Pharaoh issued
a decree that all the infant sons of
the Israelites were to be killed. As a
result of this Moses was placed in a
basket in the reeds of the Nile and
was discovered by Pharaoh’s
daughter, and raised as her own. The
final plague then needs to be seen as
the Egyptians' own judgement being
enacted on them, and this only after
God gave them nine opportunities to
recognise him and his people. 

We must also remember that
death is what we all deserve. If we
think back to Genesis we read that
if Adam and Eve ate from the tree
of the knowledge of good and evil
that they were promised death. 
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God in his mercy withholds
death from all of us, but death is
what we deserve. The death of
the firstborns (like any death)
needs to be viewed as God no
longer holding back what we all
deserve, we only live because of
the grace of God. 

The passover, as grim as we may
find it, is picked up in the New
Testament as one of the
prominent images of Christ. The
Israelites were told to sacrifice a
perfect lamb and spread its
blood on their doorframes. The
passover lamb as a picture of
Christ is clear. Christ is the
ultimate perfect sacrifice whose
death will save all who respond
in faith and obedience.
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We look forward to
welcoming you!

Morning Prayer

10:30am
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The Lord is my strength and my defense; he has become my salvation.
He is my God, and I will praise him, my father’s God, and I will exalt him.
The Lord is a warrior;the Lord is his name.
Exodus 15:2-3

Lectionary Bible Reading

Notices & Events:

Holy Communion
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